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Optical Control of Phased Array Antennas: A 
European Perspective (Late Paper)

The savings in mass and bulk in phased array antennas resulting from the replacement of 
microwave element feeds with optical fibre feeds are now widely recognised. However, the 
technological difficulties in implementing such systems are only now beginning to be addressed. 
In this paper we review current European work on optical feeds, ranging from systems 
demonstrator work on optical signal distribution networks to research studies on phased array 
beam formers using coherent optical techniques.
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